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What we
take for
granted
The Cyprus Dossier, a
local “intellectual
journal with one intention, to initiate
frequent cross-disciplinary dialogue on
political, social and
cultural issues faced
by the island’s inhabitants, as diversely
and impartially as
possible,” sent out a
call for participation
last week.
Its sixth issue has the
title “A New Day in
Cyprus”. Here, it calls
on contributors to answer t o questions
such as “What do you
love about Cyprus?”
or “What is the potential of Cyprus?”
I recently entitled an
opinion of mine in the
Cyprus Daily “What
we take for granted”,
and her e I talked
about an experience I
had at an animation
festival in Prastio. I
wholeheartedly felt
part of a local family
not only interested in
the arts, but who was
also fortunate enough
to live in a small
country that has a lot
to offer, specially nature wise, at a stone’s
throw
away.
I was pleasantly surprised when the Dossier also picked up on
this and opt ed t o
bring forward the positives of living on the
island in its journal.
A journal that explicitly does so on a critical level.
Identifying the posit iv e s, e s p e c i a l ly
through the written
word and the media,
I find, could only give
a breath of fresh air to
readers and perhaps
may have a knock on
effect on how we go
about things, in general.
Even if one was to assess the situation on
a negative front, “A
New Day in Cyprus”
proposes change, a
new beginning, a restart in which one can
only suggest the better. Pondering about
this until the Dossier
is out is one alternative. The other is to go
ahead and share your
thoughts through the
magazine. The other
is to hang on and wait
to get your hands on
a copy. I know what
I’m thinking about. I
hope you do too.

LOVE POTION: ‘The Elixir of Love’ is about poor peasant Nemorino who
is in love with the wealthy Adina and believes that a love potion will help
him win her affection.

15 years of raising the local cultural bar

Paphos Aphrodite
Festival
T
he Paphos Aphrodite Festival will be celebrating its
15th year of uninterrupted presence in the local cultural
scene, presenting Gaetano Donizetti’s comic opera ‘The Elixir of
Love’ at Paphos’ Mediaeval Castle on September 6, 7 and 8.
Created with the aim of showcasing Paphos as a centre of high
quality cultural events and enriching Cyprus’ presence on the
cultural and tourism destination
scene, the Paphos Aphrodite Festival Company was established in
1998. It was founded by the municipalities of Paphos, Yeroskipou and Peyia, the Paphos Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and the Paphos branch of the Cyprus Hotel Association, a press
release on this year’s production
said this week.
Over the last 15 years, the
Paphos Aphrodite Festival
Paphos Company has significantly contributed to strengthening cultural tourism in Cyprus and to creating a listening
and viewing audience with high
standards.
Paphos’ Mediaeval Castle has
been gloriously transformed time
and time again through produc-

tions that have made their mark
on this small but culturally-rich
island, the press release continued.
Over the last 14 years, Paphos
and its Mediaeval Castle have,
though the Festival, hosted Moscow’s Bolshoi Theatre, the Estonian National Opera, Teatr
Wielki - Polish National Opera ,
the Arena di Verona Festival,
The Mariinsky Opera and Ballet Theatre of St. Petersburg,
the Abai Kazakh State Academic Theatre of Opera and Ballet,
Trieste’s Teatro Lirico Giuseppe
Verd, the National Theatre Opera Prague and Slovakia’s National Theatre’s Opera.
International opera masterpieces have been brought to
the Paphos stage including Bizet’s ‘Carmen,’ Verdi’s ‘Nabucco,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘La Traviata,’
‘Un Ballo in Maschera,’ ‘Il Trovatore,’ and ‘Otello,’ as well as
Puccini’s ‘Turandot,’ ‘Tosca,’
‘Madame Butterfly’ and ‘La Boheme,’ Leo Delibes’ ‘Lakme’ and
Jacque Offenbach’s ‘Les Contes
d’Hoffmann.’
This year’s participation of
the Cyprus State Orchestra in
the Paphos Aphrodite Festival

and Opera Futura Verona’s coproduction of ‘The Elixir of Love’
comes as part of efforts to promote and include Cypriot artists.
It also lays the ground for a future purely Cypriot production
in the near future, the press release said.
‘The Elixir of Love’ is about
Nemorino, a poor peasant, who
is in love with Adina, a beautiful landowner who torments
him with her indifference. When
Nemorino hears Adina reading to
her workers the story of ‘Tristan
and Isolde,’ he is convinced that a
magic potion will help him to gain
Adina’s love. The self-important
Sergeant Belcore appears with
his regiment and immediately sets about courting Adina in
front of everyone. Nemorino becomes anxious and, alone with
Adina, declares his love for her.
Yet Adina rebuffs him, saying

Akamas photo contest
A
photo contest with Akamas
as its theme is being organised to celebrate the largely
unspoiled area of Cyprus. The first
prize is €300 worth of photographic
equipment.
Coordinated by the Environmental Department and the head
of the section dealing with Akamas in cooperation with the Paphos
branch of the Cyprus Photographic
Society and the Technical Chamber
of Cyprus (Etek), the contest has an
October 15 deadline.
The contest’s full title is ‘Akamas: folk architecture in housing,
the countryside, archaeology, and
the traditional and cultural fabric
of the countryside.’
Works should be related to the
area’s architecture, the countryside
and its people including traditional

professions such as farming as well
as its archaeology and churches.
Photos should be submitted by
1pm on Tuesday, October 15, placed,
in envelopes, in the tenders box on
the third floor of the Environment
Department’s offices in Nicosia or
sent by registered post to Environment Department, 1498, Nicosia
with the phrase ‘To the Archive:
This envelope must not be opened
and should be placed in the tenders’
box.’
Each contestant can enter up to
four black and white or colour photos but they must all be submitted
in one envelope.
For more information on the
contest’s technical criteria, please
contact Charalambos Hajipakkos
on 22408927 or Marilena Papastavrou on 22408926.AK

she wants a different lover every
day. Nemorino declares that his
feelings will never change. The
travelling quack doctor, Dulcamara (the self-proclaimed Dr.
Encyclopaedia), arrives, selling
his bottled cure-all to the townspeople. Nemorino innocently
asks Dulcamara if he has any of
Isolde’s love potion. Dulcamara’
sells him a bottle of the cure-all
- in reality only cheap Bordeaux
wine and Nemorino’s continues
his battle for Adina’s love.
The production will be accompanied by Greek and English
subtitles. To find out more or to
book your tickets, priced at €25,
€40, €50 and €70 depending on
seating, visit www.pafc.com.cy
or call the Paphos Aphrodite Festival Company office on 26822218
or through the toll-free nationwide number 80008005.
AK

